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Are you a wine connoisseur or a history buff? Looking for quaint and 
quiet? Try destinations along the North Loop, a 100-mile trek from  
La Crosse to Buffalo City, WI, returning south on Highway 54, then 

across the Mississippi into Winona, MN. Then travel south on Highway 
61 into La Crescent, before returning back to the La Crosse city limits. 

This route features many small towns that have built themselves  
on rich food, wine and history. 

Load up on snacks at the Holmen Locker & Meat Market in Holmen 
before continuing on to beautiful Perrot State Park in Trempealeau. 

Marvel over the romantic views on Brady’s Bluff before heading to the 
ever-popular Elmaro Vineyard to rehydrate with a delicious glass of vino 
and the serenade of live music. Follow the string of charming communities 

to Fountain City, where you can dine at the historic Monarch Public 
House or sample some more wine at Seven Hawks Vineyard. 

Once you cross the river into Winona, MN, stop for a little more history 
at the Minnesota Marine Art Museum which features renowned art 
pieces inspired by water. Journey on to La Crescent, MN, and take a trip 

up Apple Blossom Drive, a scenic route with stunning views of the bluffs 
and river. Here you can top off the date with one more glass of wine at 

River View Vineyard and Winery before crossing back into La Crosse. 

If the night is still young, downtown La Crosse is the perfect place to 
continue the fun. Enjoy a nice stroll through Riverside Park or sample 

the variety of bars, restaurants and shopping that are within walking 
distance of public parking. 

Maybe your ideal date involves lots of nature and local music. Do you  
love to experience the region's beauty along with its talent? Try out the 
South Loop to get a taste of communities like Coon Valley, Westby, 

Viroqua, Prairie Du Chien, Ferryville and Genoa.

First, head east out of La Crosse on Highway 14 toward the beautiful 
Norskedalen Nature Center in Coon Valley. Hike hand-in-hand through 

the five miles of nature trails found in this 400-acre “Norwegian Valley.”

Keep the outdoor action going, even in the winter, as you arrive in 
Westby, home of Snowflake Ski Club. Catch the high-flying athleticism 

of world-class ski jumpers while you snuggle up close with your special 
someone. Then grab some cheese curds for the road at Westby 

Cooperative Creamery or a keepsake at Dregne’s Scandinavian 
Gifts, before traveling south on Highway 61 to Viroqua. 

Known as a hub for budding artists, summer months in Viroqua bring 
the sweet sounds of bluegrass, featured at the Bluegrass Gospel Music 

Festival. Local live music continues as you trek south into Prairie du 
Chien. Dance the night away at the Prairie Dog Blues Festival,  

or just take in the beauty that is the Driftless Region. Never glaciated, 
the unique topography of the area is highlighted on this loop. 

Summer also means you can bring your date to River Bluff Daze  
in Ferryville, just north of Prairie du Chien. Join in on a hike up 

Sugar Creek Bluff or just enjoy the food, drinks and music this small 
community has to offer. 

Need one last bit of adventure before you head home to La Crosse?  
Stop into Captain Hook’s Bait & Tackle in Genoa as you continue 

north up Highway 35. Load up on bait and then meet up with 
Clements Fishing Barge near Lock and Dam 8 to experience one  

of the best fishing spots on the Mississippi. Impress your date with a trophy 
Walleye or Northern Pike before wrapping up the trip with a winding, 

scenic drive back to La Crosse. This stretch of the drive features  
amazing fall foliage--great views to end a great trip. 

Looking for a quick day trip to 
share with someone you love? 

There are so many options 
in the area for exciting and 

unique date ideas. Many are 
just a short drive away along 
the Great River Road, so let 
your interests steer the way.
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More Information about the  
Great River Road can be found at  
wigrr.com and explorelacrosse.com

North Loop South Loop

The last glacier spared Driftless Wisconsin from being flattened leaving an amazing area ready to be 
explored.  So hike our hills and fish our rivers. Explore our frontier history. Discover artists and Amish 

crafters. Eat farm-fresh food and meet great people.  Visit our website to explore adventures, attractions, 
and events a short distance from La Crosse.  www.DriftlessWisconsin.com • www.facebook.com/DriftlessWI

Gift Shops & Amish Tours
2 miles east of Cashton, WI on Hwy 33
May–October • Mon.–Sat. 10am–5pm

12651 St Hwy 33, Cashton WI 54619
608-654-5318 • downacountryroad.com
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50,000 square feet of:
• Kayaks 
• Canoes
• Bikes
• Camping
• Fishing
• Archery

Outlet 
Store 

and Factory  
2109 Ward Ave. 

  

La Crosse  
across from Marcus Cinema 

 

608-787-1030 
800-279-1614 

 
Hours: 

 

Monday - Friday   
8:30 AM - 5:00 PM 

 

 Come In & Taste Our  
         36 Different  
  Seasoning Blends! 
 

* Family Owned & Operated  
     In La Crosse Since 1952! 
* Great Taste With  
     Less Sodium 
* Dietitian Recommended 
* Makes A Great Gift  

www.pleasoning.com 


